Explanation on Copyright
(20 January 2021)
Copyright protection
The contents of ZaöRV/HJIL are published under the CC BY-SA 4.0 licence. This allows
worldwide, free and unrestricted access to the contents of the journal. The publishing
house does not acquire the exclusive right of use under the German law (§ 38(1) UrhG).
The one-year blocking period mentioned in the quoted provision thus does not apply.
At the same time, the authors’ copyright is preserved in this open content licensing model.
The authors retain their copyright. They only grant permission to use, the conditions of
which are defined by the CC BY-SA 4.0 licence. In the case of any use by third parties, the
original authorship must be indicated, i.e. the name of the author must be mentioned, and
there is a particular obligation to include a copyright notice if copies are shared. Within
reason, the subsequent user is obliged to provide a Uniform Resource Identifier (URI) or a
hyperlink to the original source. This also applies to use in offline publications.
Protection against license infringements
The “automatic termination clause” ensures an effective prosecution of licence violations:
Anyone who does not comply with the licensing obligations automatically loses his or her
right to use the work, because the licence has expired. Any further use of the work would
constitute a copyright infringement which triggers claims for damages, forbearance, or
other legal consequences and can be sanctioned.
Documentation obligation concerning modifications
If a subsequent user modifies the content, he/she can only decide on the licence for
his/her own modifications. The original work remains under its original licence, and there is
an obligation to document changes to the content. This documentation requirement ensures that changes made by third parties are clearly attributed to them and not to the original author. It also ensures that the version history of the work can be traced at any time.
Please find further information on copyright in open-access publications and similar topics
here.
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